Ornithological Club, no�� 12, Cambridge, Massachusetts)�� Mr�� Todd later told me that he, too, had felt very fortunate, to find a museumtrained ornithologist who would build on his life's work: a person who would take care of, center his research on, and continue to add to the Carnegie collection�� With full appreciation of the value and importance of museum collections, Ken did�� In Pittsburgh, Ken found (virtually inherited) a collection of more than 100,000 study skins, as well as display mounts and a few anatomical specimens�� The meticulously curated 9,000 egg sets (with full data, collected before World War II and before the effects of DDT) continued in the care of Mr�� Todd, almost literally until the day he died, in 1969�� Under Ken's care, by the mid-90s, the number of bird accessions at Carnegie had increased to more than 170,000, predominantly traditional, study skins�� Of these, curatorial activity had led to dispersal of about 16,000 through exchanges, gifts, and transfers to educational institutions, and some discards�� In addition, there were some 14,500 skeletons, 6,500 alcoholic specimens, and 10,220 egg sets awaiting entry into a new computerized catalogue system�� The collection is literally worldwide in representation, with understandable emphasis on the regional interests of past curators and collectors�� After settling in Pittsburgh, Ken expanded his research interests beyond the United States�� His first overseas collecting trip was to Luzon, The Philippines, in 1956�� routine tasks in the skin collection, Ken always kept an eye out for interesting variations and puzzling specimens�� He would then follow up on the skins that didn't quite seem to "fit," researching and sometimes taking the puzzlers to compare in other collections, especially that of the AMNH, where he was a Research Associate�� Ken also became interested in, and published on, the origin of feathers and bird flight�� His prolific publication list contains approximately 400 titles, a result of his broad interests, strong work ethic, facility in writing and editing, and a penchant for solving problems quickly, as they arose�� Ken always said that he "didn't have a big book in him�� " Instead, he found more satisfaction in the quantity and variety of his publications�� This was in contrast to Mr�� Todd's record: a few very long-term studies that resulted in big books and rewards of a different sort (such as two Brewster Medals�� ) Ken and Todd were curiously different men, curators to the core and amiable colleagues who respected each other, yet they reached the same professional goal with very different personalities�� Perhaps Ken's best-known contribution to ornithology lay in his study of molts and plumages (P�� S�� Humphrey and K�� C�� Parkes�� 1959�� "An approach to the study of molts and plumages�� " Auk 76:1-31; see also comments in Auk 80:496-503, 1963)�� Although Ken contributed more to the study, he offered to take the junior authorship because he was established in the profession and Phil was still in his first job�� Such generosity was typical of him�� Ken and I first got to know each other when he was spending a lot of time at Yale Peabody Museum, developing the molt study with Humphrey, my thesis advisor�� I was working in the collection as a curatorial assistant while completing my degree�� Ken told me later that watching what he called my "overdeveloped curatorial gland" in action led to my appointment at Carnegie in 1963, as soon as funding became available�� It turned out to be a very happy 18-year association for both of us�� Ken's strong feeling of a personal responsibility for the Carnegie collection was shown in many ways�� Between 1973 and 1987, he successfully secured significant funding from the National Science Foundation to support and improve the study and housing of the collection�� With limited field funds, Ken also actively sought donated specimens, both locally and from other faunas�� He particularly encouraged the public to bring in dead birds they found�� We especially welcomed the salvage efforts of people who had the time and interest to search for migratory kills under Pittsburgh towers�� Those additions to the collection proved extremely valuable to faunal and anatomical studies�� From his early years, including his Master's degree, Ken maintained an active interest in bird art�� He was always willing to lend specimens to artists, particularly young ones, and offered useful criticism of their work�� This was especially true for Larry Barth, who first appeared in our office as a local teenager�� A woodcarver and painter of birds, Larry had developed an interesting technique: he chewed the ends of individual bits of wood to achieve the look of soft feather-ends and then inserted them into the main bird body�� His first major success was of a Great Horned Owl with nestlings, now owned and exhibited by the Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania�� Larry went on to a very successful career as a carver and has attained many honors, including oneman exhibits at the Smithsonian�� Ken, meanwhile, developed a reputation as a bird art critic and enjoyed jurying both small and large shows�� Ken also contributed his time generously to professional associations and memberships in ornithological societies�� He was a Life Member of the Wilson Ornithological Society, served two terms on the Executive Council, chaired several other committees, and later held successive vice-presidencies and then the presidency from 1972 to 1975��
A Life Fellow of the AOU, Ken served on more than 12 AOU councils and committees between 1960 and 1988�� Most notably, he was a member of the rigorous Check-list Committee from 1966 and served as its Vice-Chairman from 1975 through 1983�� He co-chaired an Annual Meeting in 1989 in Pittsburgh�� However, his unique, anonymous, and perhaps proudest contribution to the AOU occurred before many Annual Meetings: Ken solicited, wrote parts himself, then assembled and edited issues of "The Auklet�� " This occasional "publication" by the Local Committee and issued during the annual banquet was eagerly awaited�� I often heard attendees wondering and hoping that The Auklet would fly during that year's banquet�� On one occasion, a (now deceased) noted
